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Nat Oppenheimer joined Silman in 1988. He has extensive experience in the areas of 

new construction, renovation, sustainable engineering, and historic preservation and 

is Principal in Charge of much of the firm’s institutional work. Nat is a board member 

of the Architectural League of New York, currently serving as its Treasurer, and is 

a member of the US Department of State Bureau of Overseas Building Operations 

Industry Advisory Group.

SELECT RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Grace Farms, New Canaan, CT – Development of a 75-acre former horse farm to 

serve as an innovative non-profit facility to serve the congregation of Grace Commu-

nity Church and the local New Canaan community. The new 83,000 sf River Building 

blends into its natural surroundings and is a complex of glass-walled buildings – a 

sanctuary, a library, a dining hall, a pavilion, and a gymnasium – connected by a slop-

ing, winding roof made of glulam timber. 

Kum & Go, Krause Gateway Center, Des Moines, IA – New 6-story, 160,000 sf down-

town office headquarters that provides a modern and flexible work environment. 

Building features include a rooftop pavilion and garden, two underground parking 

floors, collaborative work spaces, a multi-purpose room for events, a fitness and game 

room, and space for the company’s art collection. LEED certification in progress.

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, The REACH, Washington, DC 
– New 72,000 sf expansion for educational, rehearsal and community spaces that 

features extensive public plazas, three unique pavilions rising above the landscape, 

and a connection to the Potomac river accessed by a new custom steel bridge. The 

structure is largely architecturally exposed concrete, utilizing post tension and void-

ed slabs for the numerous long span conditions. 

Columbia University, Campbell Sports Center, New York, NY – New 5-story, 48,000 

sf sports center with a combination of strength and conditioning spaces and stu-

dent-athlete spaces that include study rooms and lounges. The facility also includes 

offices for varsity sports and football, an auditorium, a hospitality suite, and a the-

ater-style meeting room. LEED Silver certification.

New York City Police Academy, College Point, Queens, NY – New complex on 35-

acre lot includes buildings at varying heights, a tactical training village of mock 1- and 

2-story houses, and a subway station. The project included buildings for administra-

tion, a central utility plan, central receiving building, classrooms, as well as physical 

and tactical training spaces. The roof of the physical training building gym consists 

of 180-foot-long span cellular beams that are 69 inches deep with 52-inch-diameter 

holes through the web. The complex is designed to withstand a Category 4 storm and 

flood surge and the buildings are designed for LEED Silver certification. $700 million 

(est.); 800,000 sf interior, 200,000 sf exterior. With NYC DDC. 

REGISTERED  
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER
AR, CO, CT, FL, IL, IN, KY, MA, MI, MN, NJ, 

NM, NY, SC, TN, TX, DC, WY

EDUCATION
BS, Civil Engineering, Clarkson University, 

1988

TEACHING
Princeton University, Visiting Lecturer,  

Graduate School of Architecture,  

2000 - present 

The Cooper Union, Associate Professor Ad-

junct,  Irwin S. Chanin School of Architec-

ture,  Fall 2020

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Visiting Lecturer,  Department of Architec-

ture,  2014

Parsons School of Constructed  

Environments, Adjunct Assistant  

Professor, 2004 - 2007

Columbia University, Adjunct Assistant 

Professor, Graduate School of  

Architecture, Planning, & Preservation,  

2000 - 2002

Clarkson University, Wallace H. Coulter 

School of Engineering, Guest Lecturer, 2013

University of Michigan, Taubman College of 

Architecture and Urban Planning, Guest 

Lecturer, 2013


